Department for

Communities

www.communities-ni.gov.uk

Local Council Senior Officials Fuel Poverty and Private Sector Grants
Housing Group

Level 3

Causeway Exchange
1-7 Bedford Street
BELFAST

BT2 7EG

Telephone 028 90515236
E-mail to:
martin.mcdermott@communities-ni.gov.uk

Date: 29 March 2017

Affordable Warmth Scheme Payment to Local Councils 2017/2018

| am sure you are aware of that Executive’s budget position for 2017/18 has not yet
been finalised and that interim arrangements will be put in place to as far as possible
maintain services. You will also understand that pre-existing budget commitments
must be met as a priority and that entering into new commitments in the current
environment of uncertainty is very difficult. However, the Department is acutely
aware of the need to maintain ‘business as usual’ in the Affordable Warmth Scheme
at the minimum viable level for the next three months. Given the level of uncertainty
on budgets it has been agreed we will continue to fund local councils for the first
three months of the incoming financial year at the same unit cost as that set in this
financial year. In the period April to June (inclusive) we will require each local council

to make 75 referrals. This will result in a payment of £13575 to each local council.

| hope this is helpful and | will update you when the capital position becomes clearer.

AL

Martin McDermott
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